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 STRATEGY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
A meeting of the  Strategy and Resources Committee will be held in the Barum Room - 
Brynsworthy on MONDAY, 6TH DECEMBER, 2021 at 10.00 am. 
 
(NOTE: A location plan for the Brynsworthy Environment Centre is attached to the 
agenda front pages. From the 7 May 2021, the law requires all councils to hold 
formal meetings in person. The council is also ensuring that all venues used are 
Covid secure and that all appropriate measures are put in placeThere are a limited 
number of spaces available for members of the public to attend. Please check the 
Council’s website for the latest information regarding the arrangements that are in 
place and the requirement to book a place 2 working days prior to the meeting 
 Taking part in meetings (northdevon.gov.uk) 
 
 
Members of the Strategy and Resources 
Committee 

Councillor Worden (Chair) 

 
Councillors Crabb, Knight, Lane, Lofthouse, Patrinos, Pearson, Prowse, L. Spear, 
Wilkinson and Yabsley 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

10.   Litter Working Group  (Pages 5 - 8) 

 Report by Lead Member for the Environment (attached). 
 

 
 

 

If you have any enquiries about this agenda, please contact Corporate and 
Community Services, telephone 01271 388253 
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North Devon Council protocol on recording/filming at Council meetings 
 
The Council is committed to openness and transparency in its decision-making. 
Recording is permitted at Council meetings that are open to the public. The Council 
understands that some members of the public attending its meetings may not wish to be 
recorded. The Chairman of the meeting will make sure any request not to be recorded is 
respected.  
 
The rules that the Council will apply are:  
 

1. The recording must be overt (clearly visible to anyone at the meeting) and must 
not disrupt proceedings. The Council will put signs up at any meeting where we 
know recording is taking place.  

 
2. The Chairman of the meeting has absolute discretion to stop or suspend recording 

if, in their opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice proceedings at the meeting 
or if the person recording is in breach of these rules.  

 
3. We will ask for recording to stop if the meeting goes into ‘part B’ where the public 

is excluded for confidentiality reasons. In such a case, the person filming should 
leave the room ensuring all recording equipment is switched off. 

 
4. Any member of the public has the right not to be recorded. We ensure that 

agendas for, and signage at, Council meetings make it clear that recording can 
take place – anyone not wishing to be recorded must advise the Chairman at the 
earliest opportunity.  

 
5. The recording should not be edited in a way that could lead to misinterpretation or 

misrepresentation of the proceedings or in a way that ridicules or shows a lack of 
respect for those in the recording. The Council would expect any recording in 
breach of these rules to be removed from public view.  

 
Notes for guidance: 
 
Please contact either our Corporate and Community Services team or our 
Communications team in advance of the meeting you wish to record at so we can make 
all the necessary arrangements for you on the day.  
 
For more information contact the Corporate and Community Services team on 01271 
388253 or email memberservices@northdevon.gov.uk or the Communications Team 
on 01271 388278, email communications@northdevon.gov.uk. 
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North Devon Council offices at Brynsworthy, the full address is:  
Brynsworthy Environment Centre (BEC), Roundswell,  
Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 3NP. 
 
Sat Nav postcode is EX31 3NS. 
 
At the Roundswell roundabout take the exit onto the B3232, after about ½ mile take the 
first right, BEC is about ½ a mile on the right. 
 
Drive into the site, visitors parking is in front of the main building on the left hand side.  
 
On arrival at the main entrance, please sign in using the Track and Trace App and follow 
the signage and instructions in order to access the Meeting Rooms. Alternatively, dial 
8253 for Corporate and Community Services if you have any problems. 
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North Devon Council 
 
Strategy and Resources Committee – 6 December 2021 
 

Litter Working Group 

Report by Lead Member for the Environment 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The impact of litter on the social, economic, and environmental fabric of our 
communities cannot be overstated. All over the country local authorities and local 
communities are trying to find effective ways to address the problems created by the 
increase in litter. We are no different. 
 
The litter working group discovered that the mapping does not always tally with the 
location of bins; there is no established procedure for requesting a bin; no 
established procedure for determining if the right bin is in the right place, and no 
readily available record of the number and types of bin in stock. 
 
Around the district there are obvious hotspots for littering, disappointingly bad around 
educational establishments, but also where there are transport interchanges, and 
verges of main roads as a result of the inexplicable tendency of drivers to eject 
rubbish from their vehicles whilst in transit. Areas which look uncared-for are areas 
which attract antisocial behaviour and both are on the rise. 
 
We need to address the causes of litter in as much as we can, incorporating known 
techniques for effecting behaviour change, as well as delivering an effective litter 
collection service.  
 
The working group considers that partnership working with businesses, parishes and 
community groups will be key and that clearly defined practices and processes are 
necessary to improve the service.  
 
Recommendation 
 

- Note the report 

- Consider an annual purchasing plan for litter bins that takes into account the 
baseline data collected, with a view to removing and/or replacing broken bins 
with the right size, colour, and type of bin and an understanding of appropriate 
placement. 

- Consider developing a website dedicated to litter campaigns. 

- Authorise Head of Planning Housing and Health to delegate litter-related 
enforcement powers to other groups where it can be demonstrated that they 
hold the appropriate competencies, e.g. Police Officers, Parish Council 
Officers and specific individual landowners on request.  
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A programme of accreditation - which takes into account the requirements of 
all legislation and associated guidance shall be put in place to enable a robust 
assessment of competence to take place before such delegation is given. 

- Read Litterology to get an insight into the psychology of littering. 
 
Report 
 
Earlier this year NDC adopted a Litter Strategy: this is quite high level and may need 
to be revisited once the baseline data about the existing bins and litter zones have 
been identified and mapped.  
 
The litter working group found that there is a lack of accurate information on the 
types and locations of litter bins across the district. Ideally the mapping of bins 
should include all NDC and parish council maintained and emptied bins, plus an 
indication of the zone in which the bins are placed, e.g. rural, high pedestrian traffic, 
public transport interchange, bus shelter. It would also be useful to know of any 
privately installed and emptied bins when reviewing the appropriateness of bin 
placement. 
 
Once the bins have been mapped then an exercise to identify litter hotspots will need 
to be undertaken: the teams who keep the streets clean will no doubt know very well 
which these are, but all waste and recycling staff could be encouraged to report 
them. 
 
The waste and recycling team keeps a stock of litter bins available on request, 
however there is no formal process for determining whether the request is 
appropriate for the location nor is there a record of exactly what bins are in store.  
 
At the moment we are concerned with litter bins only although will need to consider 
how best to roll out on-street recycling bins, for which there is definitely a demand, 
and will need to consider methods of ensuring bins are correctly identified, e.g. by 
colour, and style. The logical colour for litter bins is black. 
 
This information is needed before a detailed programme of work can be undertaken. 
With a map of the bins, the types of location, and identification of litter hotspots, then 
there can be a more measured approach to bin placement – and replacement. If a 
request for a bin is received it would need to fit with the placement strategy. 
 
Partnerships will play a key part in making sure our streets are litter-free. The litter 
working group is planning to run a workshop early in the new year with parish 
councils, finding out what they perceive to be the main problem areas and agreeing 
plans of action to address them together. 
 
Education is also key: during term time the roads around many of our schools and 
colleges are a disgrace and the neighbourhood warden team, working with the litter 
group are planning to meet shortly with Petroc staff to work on a litter-free campaign. 
This can then be used to inform a structured programme for educational and youth 
organisations. 
 

Page 6

Agenda Item 10



The group has reviewed the litter pages on the NDC website and agreed 
improvements in the way information is displayed and with input from community 
litter-picking groups has facilitated the access to request collections and borrowing of 
equipment. It would be worth considering a lively, colourful, website for North Devon 
(and Torridge, perhaps?) dedicated to litter education and campaigns, cf. Litter Free 
Dorset 
 
The communications team provide not only essential support for litter campaigns but 
also have great ideas for getting messages across to the public, some of which will 
require expenditure on signage.  
 
This report only addresses the bins and an understanding of the places where they 
are – or are not – used currently. Further effort will be required to gather data about 
people’s littering habits, cf Litterology (reading material for the working group), and to 
experiment with signage to see what is most effective: the ultimate goal is to raise 
people’s awareness and change their behaviour. 
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